
 
 
 
 
October 2, 2007 
 
Dear Senator/Representative, 
 
Mennonite Church USA, the largest denomination of Mennonites in the United States, and a 
historic peace church, convened its 2007 assembly this summer.  As part of that process, its 
delegates affirmed the following statement regarding public insurance programs and access to 
healthcare in the United States: 
 

We call upon the 110th U.S. Congress to support the bipartisan legislation that assures access 
without barriers to affordable, basic, quality healthcare for all. Specifically, we urge 
Congress to… support and strengthen public insurance programs for vulnerable populations 
while comprehensive reform is being enacted.  Programs such as Medicaid and the State 
Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) currently provide health coverage for 
more than 50 million individuals – including children and adults in low-income families, the 
elderly and the disabled.  Still, many people who need coverage do not qualify and many 
states and programs don’t cover needed services. 

 

I respectfully ask you to override the President’s veto of the bi-partisan SCHIP legislation 
recently passed by both houses of Congress so that U.S. children can have adequate health care. 
 
No decision to reduce access to healthcare should be taken lightly – even if viewed as temporary.  
So no matter what your view of the U.S. healthcare system, or what ultimate reforms you would 
make to it, we ask you to support and strengthen SCHIP while you work towards such reforms.   
 
Caretaking and generosity are essential components of government’s work to protect the health 
and welfare of its people.  Scripture tells us a society is measured by how it treats its weakest 
members (Micah 6:8; Amos 5:24; Jeremiah 5:26-29). 
 
Thank you for taking our concerns into account. 
 
Yours truly, 
Rachelle Lyndaker Schlabach 
Director, Washington Office 
 
 
 
 
 


