
Thank you!
We are grateful for the generous outpouring of 
support — both donated dollars and material 
resources — for the people of Haiti and our Haitian 
partner organizations. Thanks to you, MCC’s 
earthquake response is funded. See how your con-
tributions already are making a difference. 

Rosna Jean Louis, right, lifts a box of frozen ice pops onto her head.  
She uses the profits from her small business to buy milk for her 7-month-old. 
MCC recently funded cash infusions of $390 for Louis’s business and the 
businesses of about 300 others in Petit Goâve including Marie Liliane Joseph, 
left, and Benita Derasíe. An MCC Haitian partner, National Human Rights 
Defense Network, will teach recipients how to expand their businesses  
that were damaged by the earthquake.

In the mountains of the Artibonite Valley, people displaced from Port-au-Prince and family members who support survivors construct stone retain-
ing walls that will conserve soil and protect the water supply of Desarmes, the town below. MCC supports this cash-for-work program of Desarmes 
Development Organization. Workers make enough money to buy food and have a little cash for other needs. 

September 2010

������������
���������������������������



Your 
donations 
at work 
in Haiti

Housing

Trauma healing

Food security

Peace and 
justice

Emergency assistance

Economic development
Read more 
stories about 
Haiti in the 
next issue 
of MCC’s 
magazine 
A Common 
Place coming 
in January.

“I want to say thank 
you because you have 
saved my life.” 
—Marie Celita Tintin
MCC is supporting the distribution of cash 
transfers to 200 people with disabilities in 
Petit Goâve, including Marie Celita Tintin. 
Blind before the earthquake and injured 
during it, Tintin is using the money to buy 
medicine and restock the inventory of her 
roadside business. By encouraging the 
development of small businesses, especially 
among disabled people who are often alien-
ated by society, MCC gives them a way to 
meet their own needs with dignity. Economic 
development opportunities like this one and 
those pictured on the cover will be a key part 
of MCC’s ongoing work.

Basic human rights  
must be addressed.
Speaking on behalf of Haiti’s most vulnerable, Vilès 
Alizar and Rosie Auguste of National Human Rights 
Defense Network (RNDDH), are advocating with 
Haitian and international governments for earthquake 
survivors’ rights to food, shelter, health and education. 
RNDDH is insistent that Haitian voices be included 
in decisions on how to rebuild their country. MCC 
supports RNDDH and other groups that also address 
underlying problems with recovery. 

“I’m happy with the  
new house.” —Evins Antione
In Croix-des-Bouquets, Evins Antione holds her child in 
front of a simple, one-room house — a new dwelling built in 
a week. This temporary home is one of 10 built through an 
MCC grant with a local Mennonite congregation, Grace  
Assembly. The quick, solid construction provides shelter 
in the rainy season and a head start for families working to 
rebuild their lives. In another project MCC, in cooperation 
with Mennonite Economic Development Associates, is fund-
ing the rebuilding or repair of 775 homes, owned by clients of 
Fonkoze, a microfinancing organization and long-time MCC 
partner. Other housing projects are in the planning stages.

Soon after the 
earthquake, 
MCC sent 
15 structural 
engineers, in-
cluding James 
Mwangi, a 
professor at 
California 
Polytechnic 
State Univer-
sity, to Haiti to assess the safety of public 
buildings and houses. While there, Mwangi 
taught Haitian builders how to repair cracks 
in a building. In August, Mwangi returned for 
a one-year term with MCC to teach trade-
school instructors and Haitian engineers, ar-
chitects and masons how to make buildings 
earthquake- and hurricane-resistant.  

“It was with great joy that we 
received all of the supplies that 
you sent.” —Pastor Oska Elie
Elie’s letter of gratitude was one of many sent to MCC by leaders 
of displaced communities. Michelle Dorzin (left) is a recipient of 
one of the 26,000 comforters donated to MCC for Haiti. In ad-
dition, MCC continues to distribute canned meat, water filters, 
tents, tarps, rope and 34,000 relief kits that included towels, 
hygiene items and laundry soap. Until the end of April, MCC also 
distributed food that was purchased locally.

Vierge Previlus pays 
attention to where 
her food comes from. 
Previlus and her friends and neighbors now 
buy Haitian-grown rice and corn instead 
of cheaper, imported food after seeing 
television advertisements explaining the 
benefits of buying local food. MCC paid for 
the advertisements created by Support Lo-
cal Production, an MCC partner, and aired 
for free by Haitian National Television. The 
advertising campaign is just one way MCC 
supports the long-term strengthening of 
Haiti’s agricultural economy.

Healing trauma 
builds resilience.
Haitian representatives from a coalition of 
faith-based organizations, including MCC, 
met to explore a trauma healing program 
and to determine how to adapt it to 
Haitian culture. The program explores the 
impact of trauma, the effect of unhealed 
trauma and ways to heal trauma and build 
resilience. 

Your generosity— totaling $14 million  
 — enables Mennonite Central Committee 
(MCC) to respond to immediate and 
long-term needs of Haitians following the 
January earthquake. At work in Haiti for 
more than 50 years, MCC will continue 
to walk with its Haitian partners, together 
addressing basic human needs of the 
people and underlying issues of injustice 
that hamper the country’s recovery. MCC 
continues similar work in more than 60 
other countries. 
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Comforter blitz blesses all
Dundee, Ohio — For the past six years, Katie Miller has 
made more than 100 comforters each year for MCC’s 
relief efforts. When MCC appealed for comforters to 
be sent to earthquake victims in Haiti, she jumped into 
action. She hosted several comforter knotting evenings 
with local Amish youth that yielded 200 comforters. In 
addition, a comforter blitz in the quilt room at MCC 
Connections in Kidron, Ohio, brought in another 125 
comforters in five weeks. When asked why she gives 
so much of her time and energy to these efforts, Miller 
said, “I do it because I know there is such a need in the 
world. People say, ‘Someday you’ll be blessed.’ But I am 
blessed —  
every day.” 

Fifth grader leads the way
Wichita, Kansas — Madison Gallagher, a fifth grader 
from First Mennonite Brethren Church, asked her church 
to assemble 100 MCC relief kits for Haiti in one month. 
When the call went out Feb. 7, the relief kit supplies 
started pouring in. Each Sunday Madison and her fifth-
grade Sunday school classmates would take the relief kit 
items from the donation bins back to their classroom 
to sort. Once they reached their goal, Madison and 

her mom delivered all the relief kits to the 
MCC Material Resource Center in North 
Newton for shipment to Haiti. 
Thanks to Madison’s leadership 
and the generous response of 
First Mennonite Brethren 
Church, 105 relief kits were 
collected in 21 days. 

Filling empty bowls for Haiti
Newberg, Oregon — Hundreds of students and members 
of the community flocked to George Fox University April 
16 in search of a good meal and to support MCC’s Haiti 
earthquake recovery work. Before the “Empty Bowls: A 
Night for Haiti” event, university students, faculty, local 
elementary students and guest artists crafted more than 
1,600 ceramic bowls. “Creating these bowls combines 
the love of art with the gift of life-saving aid,” said event 
coordinator Mark Terry. Guests at the event paid $12 to 
enjoy a traditional Haitian soup dinner served in one of 
the ceramic bowls they could then take home. The pro-
ceeds from the evening totaled 
more than $18,000. 

Businessman energizes 
community response
Lebanon, Pennsylvania — As Frank Dixon’s recycling 
business grew, he gave generously to causes both local 
and global. When the earthquake devastated Haiti, he 
approached MCC about partnering to respond to basic 
needs. The Francis J. Dixon Foundation challenged the 
Lebanon-area community to match his foundation’s 
generous $100,000 contribution by dropping off their 
donations at local Graystone Bank locations. The com-
munity responded generously, giving nearly another 
$100,000. The Lebanon Daily News printed the name 
of each person who donated as the 
total grew. 

Mennonite Central Committee and MCC U.S.
21 South 12th Street, PO Box 500, Akron, PA 17501-0500 
(717) 859-1151 or toll free (888) 563-4676 
 
MCC Central States 
121 East 30th Street, Box 235, North Newton, KS 67117 
(316) 283-2720

MCC East Coast 
900 East Howell Street, Philadelphia, PA 19149 
(215) 535-3624

MCC Great Lakes 
1013 Division Street, Goshen, IN 46528 
(574) 534-4133

West Coast MCC 
1010 G Street, Reedley, CA 93654 
(559) 638-6911
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Making a difference

Around the world, Mennonite 
Central Committee shares God’s 
love and compassion for all in the 
name of Christ by responding to 
basic human needs and working 
for peace and justice.

Learn more about MCC’s work in Haiti and other countries at mcc.org or follow us on Facebook.
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