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Will You Come?  
Sharing With Appalachian People (SWAP) is a home  

repair ministry  that serves low - income families in 

several counties of southeastern Kentucky and West 

Virginia.   SWAP provides week - long serv e and learn 

opportunities for youth, college, families and church 

groups.  SWAP gives volunteers and staff an 

oppo rtunity to understand who their neighbor really is.   

SWAP means spend ing a week in the mountains of 

Appalachia, working and relating to local people , and 

reflecting upon the weekôs experiences as you serve ñIn 

the name of Christ.ò 

We are accepting applications for volunteer groups for 

the 2008  SWAP season.  Call MCC Appalachia 

Administrative Assistant Colettia Estep at (606)633 -

5065 or apply online at mcc.org/swap .   

 

SWAP Stats for 2007  

{ 868 Vol unteers, 20 summer staff and over 35 local volunt eers served with SWAP.  

{ 50 different groups from different churches were represented.  

{ Over 80  home owners in Appalachia 

received help this season to make their 

home safe, warm and dry.  

 

What these óstatsô donôt tell us is how many 

lives were touched through the SWAP ministry!  

Success cannot be measured solely on 

number s but also by the way God touched the 

homeowners, the staff that come for the 

summer, the volunteers that come for a week, 

and the long - term  MCC staff that live in 

Appalachia year round.  

Reflections from the summeré 

ü Volunteers learning  the importance of accepting hospitality from a homeowner.  
ü A volunteer learning to do dishes for the first time.  
ü Workers  coming as small groups of strangers and leaving as one large, collective group  

ü Volunteers realizing that ñserviceò can be a year-round thing.  
ü Homeowners and volunteers finding mutual pleasure in being together and finding out 
that they werenôt so different after all. 
ü The message of Jesus brought  home and understood as never before.  
ü Watching someone learn how to hammer a nail for the first time and their joy at being 

declared an expert at the end of the week.   (Submitted by Jaime Zazvorka -Trapnell)

Mennonite  

Central  

Committee  

Great Lakes 

 
 Mission Statement:  

 

MCC seeks to 
demonstrate Godôs 
love  by working 
among people 
suffering from 

poverty, conflict, 
oppression and 
natural disaster.  

MCC serves as a 
channel of 
interchange  by 
building relationships 

that are mutually 
transformative.  

MCC strives for 
peace, justice and 
dignity of all  
people  by sharing 
our experiences, 

resources, and faith 
in Jesus Christ.  
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