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Hope for Peace in 
the Africa Great 
Lakes Region… 

 
We look back over this 
year with thanksgiving and 
joy.  It has been a full year, 
tough in challenges and 
rich in rewards.   
 
This issue of PEACE 
PATHWAYS features the 
African Great Lakes 
region.  I and my 
Associate Jimmy Mulanda 
Juma were privileged to 
travel to that region in 
October and we were 
encouraged by the signs of 
peace manifest on the 
ground in Burundi. 
 

 
 

Carl Stauffer & RPN 
Associate Jimmy Mulanda 
Juma at Nairobi Airport 

 
Burundi’s newly elected 
populist president (a 
former rebel) has taken the 
country by storm.  The 
President is known to walk 
freely among the people, 
to return left-over money  

 
not used on foreign 
government trips, and 
consults Church leaders 
on national issues of 
importance every week.  
 
Juma and I were honored 
to teach at the Great 
Lakes Peace-building 
Seminar (GLPS) again this 
year.  Added to this we ran 
a workshop for newly 
elected local government  
officials in Gitega and met 
with various Peace Groups 
working with ex-combatant 
re-integration. Additionally 
we focused on networking 
with Churches around 
peace issues across 
Burundi, Rwanda and the 
Eastern DRC. 
 
In this edition of Peace 
Pathways we will also 
highlight RPN’s work with 
the Ministry of Safety and 
Security , Eastern Cape 
Province of South Africa, 
and the second annual 
‘Prophetic Peacemaking 
for Pastor’s’ Seminar held 
in October. 
 
May you be infused with 
hope as you read this 
newsletter and as you 
move into the promised joy 
of this festive Season. 
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 Great Lakes Peace-
Building Seminar 

(GPLS) 
 
This one-month intensive 
training in peace-building 
practice is now in its 
second year of existence. 
The GPLS aims to provide 
a quality, in-depth 
francophone training 
experience for Church 
peace activists and 
community workers from 
the Eastern DRC, Rwanda 
and Burundi.  This year 
there were 16 participants 
coming from all three 
locations mentioned 
above.  The GPLS is 
hosted by MIPAREC – 
(Ministry of Peace and 
Reconciliation under the 
Cross) based in Gitega, 
Burundi.  MIPAREC is one 
of MCC’s key partners in 
the Great Lakes Region. 
 

 
 

GPLS participants hard at 
work in a small group 

exercise 
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Faces of peace in 
the Great Lakes 
region… 
 
Abigail,  from the DRC is a 
survivor.  She grew up 
rejected and driven from 
her own family home, 
escaped an abusive 
marriage and a corrupted 
employment situation.  
Now Abigail is a strong 
voice for women in her 
work through COPARE, 
(Committee for Peace and 
Reconciliation), located in 
the conflict ridden area of 
Eastern DRC.  
 
Benjamin , from Burundi, 
is 28 years old and is 
studying to complete a law 
degree.  His father died in 
the war and his mother 
was hit by a truck and 
killed when he was 20 
years old.  As the eldest 
child and the head of his 
home, he has carried the 
responsibility of raising his 
four younger siblings since 
that time.  Benjamin has a 
heart and passion for 
restorative justice in his 
home country of Burundi. 
 

 
 
JimmyMulanda Juma with 

GPLS participants 
 
Jeanette  is from Rwanda 
and is currently the 
Director of the Peace 
House (an organization 
run by the Quakers) in 
Kigali.  She has been 
directly involved in 

promoting reconciliation 
and healing through the 
Gacaca process, an 
indigenous cultural 
practice of justice that has 
been embarked upon in 
Rwanda. The goal of the 
Gacaca process is to deal 
with the aftermath of the 
1994 genocide at a local, 
community & village level. 
        

“Those who sow in 
peace reap a harvest 
of righteousness…” 

(James 3:18) 
 

While in Gitega, RPN was 
invited to conduct a 2-day 
workshop for local Church 
leaders.  There was solid 
attendance but we were 
informed that many of the 
‘top’ leadership of 
Churches were not 
present.  The Church in 
the Gitega region has 
struggled to unify and 
speak with one voice on 
issues of socio-political 
concern.  This is partly due 
to the fact that many 
Churches were aligned 
with particular rebel 
movements.   
 
The story is told of when 
former President Boyoya 
came to Gitega to consult 
the Church leaders before 
the war broke out.  The 
Church leaders were 
silent, having nothing to 
say because many of their 
own sons were fighting in 
the rebel cause.    
 
We took this opportunity to 
challenge the Churches to 
take the lead in discerning 
a peaceful vision and plan 
of action for Burundi.  In 
this way they will not be 
found ‘silent’ in the face of 
violence again. 

 
 
Human Sculpting Exercise 

with Church leaders 
 

A Journey From  
‘Dis-membering’ to 
‘Re-membering’: 
 
While we were graciously 
hosted by MCC Burundi, 
we were privileged to 
facilitate a one-day 
seminar with recently 
elected local government 
officials in Gitega, Burundi.  
Although the invitations to 
this group went out only a 
few days in advance, we 
were honored to see the 
strong interest evidenced 
by over 60 participants in 
attendance. 
 

 
Carl Stauffer with Local 

Government Officials 
 
Those in attendance 
represented the mayor’s 
office and local ward 
councilors, police, army, 
prisons, criminal justice 
officials, social services, 
government lawyers, 
environmental ministry, 
Churches, and various civil 
society groups. 
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With a particular emphasis 
on trauma healing and 
restorative justice topics, 
we asked the officials to 
trace the Burundian 
conflict – past, present, 
and future through the 
means of human 
sculpture.  As could be 
imagined, this exercise 
stirred a great deal of 
emotion and debate in 
regards to the past.  
 
We realized the extent to 
which the interpretation of 
Burundian conflict history 
was polarized and under 
intense contestation.  In 
the heat of the discussion, 
some officials began to 
demand to know which 
DATES were being 
referred to as the start of 
Burundi’s conflict history.  
Apparently, the person 
speaking is identified with 
one ‘side’ or the ‘other’ 
depending on which date 
in history they referred to. 
 
Needless to say, this 
dialogue was carefully 
monitored and we were 
very pleased with the 
relationship building and 
progress of the workshop 
as a whole.  The officials 
invited us to return and 
requested that there be 
more time given to this 
much needed training in 
the future.  RPN has 
encouraged MIPAREC to 
seize this ‘open door’ and 
develop a training 
programme for these 
officials in this critical 
transition period in the 
Burundi peace process.        
 

Other RPN Contacts 
in the Great Lakes: 
 
Eben-Ezer Ministry  – 
RPN was pleased to meet 

Lazare Sebitereko, who 
Co-ordinates a Church 
Leadership Network that 
promotes peace and 
reconciliation among 
churches in DRC, Rwanda 
and Burundi.  RPN was 
excited to find a kindred 
mission and purpose with 
this network.  It is hoped 
that Eben-Ezer Ministry 
and RPN can partner 
together in their vision for 
peace in the Great Lakes 
Region.  
 

 
  

Carl Stauffer & Lazare 
Sebitereko share breakfast 

together in Bujumbura 
 
SAN: Strategic Actions 
Network – RPN met with 
Mr. Christian Niyonkuru 
(Burundi National Co-
ordinator) and  Pastor 
Levis Kibandja-
Shekykandi (DRC National 
Co-ordinator) of the above 
SAN network that is 
primarily concerned with 
the integration of rebels 
and soldiers in the peace-
time Burundian & DRC 
Armies.  This Network was 
founded in Burundi by 
Lieutenant-Colonial 
Pontien Baritonda who 
requested for the Church 
to come and pray with him 
on a regular basis. 
 
Along with these regular 
meetings with the army, 
SAN is now proposing to 
work with former rebels by 
offering a programme in 
life skills training.  This life-
skills education will 

enhance the re-integration 
of ex-combatants into 
civilian life – a much 
needed ingredient for long-
term sustainable peace.  
  

Other RPN 
Activities… 
 
1)  RPN was contracted to 
conduct a four-day training 
workshop on Restorative 
Justice Practice with the 
staff of the Safety & 
Security Ministry of the 
Eastern Cape Province of 
South Africa.  
 
2)  RPN facilitated the 
Second Annual 
“Prophetic Peacemaking 
for Pastors”  Seminar in 
the last two weeks of 
October 2005. Ten pastors 
and lay leaders from local 
churches across the 
southern Africa region 
gathered for an intensive 
time of learning, reflection, 
prayer, fellowship, study 
and application of Biblical 
narrative to the work of 
peace-building. 
 

    
 

RPN Associate Pastor 
Eugene van Kramburg with 

regional pastors 
 

“The Biblical 
concept of the 

Mustard Seed is less 
about size, and more 

about potential.” 
(Pastor Participant) 
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The Prophetic Peacemaking 
for Pastors Seminar 

Participants 
 
Participant pastors came 
from Zambia, Zimbabwe, 
Malawi, Mozambique, 
Swaziland & South Africa. 
 

A Story of Churches 
in Peace-building: 
 
In Zimbabwe, the local 
Church grapples with how 
to respond to the 
government-sponsored 
‘Murambatsvina’  
(meaning ‘clean up the 
rubbish’) project which 
destroyed the homes and 
livelihoods of 
approximately 700,000 
people in July of this year.  
The government claimed 
to be ‘cleaning up’ 
clandestine business 
activities, and exposing 
illegal aliens living in the 
urban areas. They also 
promised to build better 
houses for the displaced – 
a promise that never 
materialised. The 
displaced populations 
representing both 
Zimbabwean citizens as 
well as foreigners, fled into 
the Churches for haven 
and shelter from the winter 
cold.  This brought the 
plight of the poor and 
oppressed literally to the 
door-step of many 
Churches across 
Zimbabwe.  Sometime 
later the police actually 
moved in at night and 

forcibly took people out of 
the Churches and hauled 
them to holding camps 
and then into the rural 
areas where they dumped 
them.  This action, 
according to the 
government, was to send 
urban squatters back to 
their rural homesteads.  
However, it was becoming 
more and more apparent 
that this entire campaign 
was a political ‘pay-back’ 
orchestrated by the 
government to punish 
these urban informal 
communities who were 
known to have voted for 
the MDC opposition party 
in the last elections.  Many 
pastors could no longer 
ignore this injustice and it 
was this inciting 
government action that 
served as a spring-board 
for many Churches to 
launch into programmes of 
advocacy and relief in 
direct response to this 
emerging crisis.  Since this 
time, approximately 80 
Churches in Bulawayo 
have maintained public 
prayer and advocacy 
gatherings each month, 
conducted trauma 
counseling, handed out 
food and blankets, and 
tracked the whereabouts 
of these displaced people 
through careful research in 
partnership with a local 
organization called 
Habakkuk Trust.       
 

“No longer will violence 
be heard in your land, 
nor ruin or destruction 

within your borders, but 
you will call your walls 
SALVATION and your  

gates PRAISE.”  
  

(Isaiah 60:18) 

 
 

Hildah Mthinsi, Church 
Youth Leader, South Africa, 
Prophetic Pastor’s Seminar  

 

RPN News: 

WE ARE ON THE 
WEB! 

The RPN Newsletter is now 
being posted on the 
Mennonite Central 

Committee (MCC) web-site.  
MCC is our international 

sponsoring agency.  Check 
it out at: 

www.mcc.org/world/africa/ 
 

Tell a friend to visit us! 

 

RPN Calendar in 
December: 

 
�  3 December  –  

RPN Associates’ Quarterly 
Meeting and yearly review 
& assessment for 2005. 
 

�  12-17 December– 
Regional MCC Meetings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 

RPN Contact Details: 
 

PostNet Suite 441, 
Private Bag X6 

Florida Hills, 1716 
South Africa 

Tel/Fax: +27-11-672-8125 
Email: 

c.stauffer@global.co.za  
 


