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Building a Thriving Africa;

N4
N4
N4
®
N4
N4
®
&
®
®
®
&
®
®
®
\4
®
®
\4
®
®
®
®
\4
®
®
®
®
®
®
®
®
®
®
®
®
®
®
®
®
®
®
®
®
&

Spiritually at Peace, Economically Just, and Socially Reconciled.

A Vision of a
Maze...

Recently, while doing
some work in Zimbabwe, |
was feeling quite
discouraged when | had a
moment of enlightenment -
a path-breaking ‘vision’ as
it were. | saw an outline of
the continent of Africa but
instead of the continent
being carved into the
various nation states, the
whole continent was a
MAZE (a kind of puzzle
that is divided into
pathways, sections and
barriers that require one to
try to find their way
through twists, and
multifarious turns). This
MAZE seemed to
represent the conflicts that
dot this continent, some
understandable, while
others convoluted,
circuitous and deeply
complex.

O ca’s 54 countries, 25% are
currently experiencing armed or
violent conflict.

While contemplating this
image, | saw a small
opening at the entry point
threshold of the MAZE and
out of that opening came a
spring of gushing water.
This spring represented
new life, cleansing, peace
and healing. The exciting
part of this spring of
rushing water running
through the MAZE was
this: as water it was not
confined to the pathways,
sections and barriers of
the maze, instead it was
able to flow freely over,
under and around all
constricting divides; before
long it was able to fill up
and overflow throughout
the entire MAZE bringing
resurgent renewal to all in
its path.

This image gives me hope
— the water is the energy
of the God-given spiritual,
cultural and social
resources that | believe
swirls around the many
peace-building efforts that
currently exist across this
continent, efforts that are
indeed gaining a
consolidated momentum.
Our work as African peace
practitioners indeed
resonates with what the
ancient Prophet Amos
once said: ‘Let justice roll
down like a river...’

Newsletter Focus

This issue of PEACE
PATHWAYS will feature
Swaziland and RPN’s work
in this beautiful mountain
kingdom — the last
absolute monarchy in
Africa.

RPN Co-ordinator
MCC, Johannesburg

The Swaziland National Flag

Once upon a time in
a far away land
there lived a King...

You might think this is only
in the fairy tales. Not so, in
Swaziland this is a definite
reality.

Swaziland History
in Brief:

In the late 1700s, the
Swazi Chief, Ngwane Il led
a small band of followers
from Mozambique, over
the mountains, and settled
in what is now Swaziland.

The Regional Peace Network is a programme of tHdennonite Central Committ®CC) —
An International Faith-Based Relief & Development Agency
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Under the rule of Ngwane
Il the various Bantu
peoples occupying the
area were subdued and
shared the same conjoined
pieces of land. By 1902,
following the Anglo-Boer
War, Swaziland became a
British protectorate.

Swaziland received its
‘independence’ in 1968,
albeit with a UK-imposed
constitution. Due to a
growing tide of unrest and
political opposition, King
Sobuza issued a royal
decree abolishing the
constitution and placing
absolute power in the
hands of the King until a
new constitution was
formulated. Unfortunately,
the new constitution was
not forthcoming and
Swaziland stayed under
the Royal Decree until its
new constitution was
adopted in 2005.

King Sobuza died in 1983
and his young son King
Maswati took over the
throne in 1986.

Q

Swaziland:

Between
Monarchy
and
Democracy‘

The current
constitutional
reform process:

RPN Associate Hlobi
Nxumalo has been
working with the three
Church umbrella bodies in
Swaziland to advocate for

The Regional Peace Network is a programme of tHdennonite Central Committ®CC) —
An International Faith-Based Relief & Development Agency

A AA A A A A A A A A A2 A2 2222242222224 4

peace and justice in the
current constitutional
reform process. On 12
May 2005, the Council of
Swaziland Churches led a
public protest march to
hand over a Memorandum
of its concerns regarding
the Constitutional re-
drafting process to the
Prime Minister’s office.

Critical Issues of
Concern:

1.) The drafting process
has not been inclusive and
participatory enough.

2.) The political
environment has not
been enabling — instead it
has been one of
repression and the fear of
recrimination to those who
may be critical of the
monarchy.

3.) The basic human
rights of freedom of
expression and
association have not been
honoured by the
government.

4.) The content of the
draft constitution raises
certain pivotal concerns:

+ The supremacy of the
constitution is in question
as certain officials
including the King have
been given exception to
the rule of law.

+ The separation of
powers between the King
and other branches of
government is not clear.

+ The Bill of Rights is not
consistent in protecting the
basic human rights of ALL
citizens.

+ The dual systems of
traditional practice and
democracy (both in the
government and judiciary)
cause a great deal of
confusion because of the
lack of clarity as to when
and over whom which
system applies.

“Swaziland is like a
dysfunctional family
system — everyone
knows something is
very wrong but no
one wants to talk
about it.”

(Hlobi Nxumalo)

RPN'’s Rol€&

* Continue to support
Hlobi Nxumalo and her
colleagues in their role
of advocating for peace
processes in Swaziland
through the Churches.

e &=

RPN Associate Hlobi
Nxumalo

* Provide ‘outside/
impartial’ facilitators to
bring Church bodies
together in their
advocacy work.

* Offer basic training in
leadership, good
governance and peace-
building among
government and civic
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leaders (particularly in
relation to the inter-
section with culture /
tradition).

* Find ‘like-minded’
Swazi peace workers to
meet with and support
Hlobi and the team.

* Pray for the nation of
Swaziland:

~ Reformation of the
Churches

~Government & civic
Leaders who without fear
advocate for just reform

~More voices espousing
‘Prophetic engagement’

~Direct intervention in the
life, heart and mind of the
King and his immediate
advisors.

Other RPN
Activities this
Quarter...

3-5 August — RPN
Associates gathered for a
short ‘refresher’ course at
Good Shepherd Retreat
Centre. Some highlights:

* Devotional mediations on
the topic of ‘Shalom’ led by
Nick Rowe.

* A presentation by Pastor
Edwin Bennett on how to
build bridges and reach
out to the Muslim
community. Bennett
speaks from a wealth of
experience as a pastor
who has read and studied
the Koran in-depth and is
married to a devout
Muslim woman.

* Training input on Election
Monitoring & Observation
Skills facilitated by RPN
Associate Thami Sonile.

* A large group facilitation
conducted by Janine
Thom on using an Arts
Approach to peace-
building.

Through the use of group
collage, music, dance and
paint the RPN Associates
were taken through a very
creative experience of
healing and reconciliation
using the South African
past as the context.

For the Women
in our midst...

We (the men of RPN)
decided it was high time to
give a special surprise
tribute of appreciation for
our four women who serve
as RPN Associates. So,
on Friday evening of the
RPN Refresher course we
held a celebration party for
these special ‘Women of
Valour’ in RPN.

Hlobi Nxumalo, Connie Jood,
Tshego Maswabi & Nkele
Maseko

RPN Women - We
Honour You!

“It would be a great
opportunity to reward and
honour the women and |
hope that they, as well as
ourselves, realize the
magnitude of their efforts.
Magnitude both in terms of
the various facets their
work influences -
spiritual, emotional,
economic, & political, and
also the different levels it
penetrates - individual,
family, provincial, &
international, My full vote
on this one!”

(The opening tribute by
Brian Martin, RPN
Associate)

8 & 29 August — RPN
Associates Nick Rowe and
Carl Stauffer co-facilitated
two reconciliation sessions
for the HIS PEOPLE
Church — Johannesburg
leadership team. HIS
PEOPLE Church is a
young, vibrant Body of
Believers that grew out of
an inner-city University
campus ministry. The
Church has a vision to
demonstrate a truly multi-
cultural, multi-racial, and
reconciled Church. Nick
and Carl will conduct one
more follow-up session
there in October 2006.

4-6 September - RPN
Associate Simon Lerefolo
was contracted by the
Centre for Conflict
Resolution (CCR) to co-
facilitate a workshop on
Public Participation
processes with local
government officials in
Lesotho.

The Regional Peace Network is a programme of tHdennonite Central Committ®CC) —
An International Faith-Based Relief & Development Agency
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11-15 September — RPN
Associate Vusi Mdlankomo
and Carl Stauffer co-
facilitated a module at the
Great Lakes Peace-
building Seminar (GLPS)
in Gitega, Burundi.

RPN Associate Vusi (2 ™
from right) with GLPS
students from Eastern DRC,
Rwanda, & Burundi.

Other RPN
Activities...

22 September — RPN
Co-ordinator, Carl Stauffer
presented a paper entitled:
“Narrating the Spirit of
Justice” at an Inter-
national Conference on the
‘Politics of Restorative
Justice’, held in Cape
Town, South Africa.

Anyone interested in
copies of this paper, you
can request it
electronically at:
c.stauffer@global.co.za

23 October — 3
November - Annual
Prophetic Peacemaking
for Pastors Seminar held
at Centre for Life-Long
Learning (C4L) in White
River, SA.

4 November — RPN
Associates’ end of year
Meeting & Evaluation.

15-17 November — RPN
invited to participate in
consultation held in
Uganda and hosted by
Duke Divinity School on
reconciliation in the Africa
Great Lakes Region.

22-25 November — RPN
Associate to attend a
conference on, “Memory,
Narrative & Forgiveness in
the South African TRC” —
Cape Town.

Future Calendar:

1-7 October — RPN Trip to
Ethiopia for Peace-building
training for Meserete
Kristos Church national
leaders.

11-13 October — RPN
follow-up evaluation trip to
Sierra Leone under the
auspice of CSVR.

Inspiring Stories of
Peace-building..(1)

COPARE (Commission
on Peace and
Reconciliation) is a
partner organization to
MCC working in the
Eastern DRC region.
COPARE works with a
group of 100 women
who have given birth to
children as a result of
rebel rape. These
women initially rejected
the children saying
“These children are not
ours. Send them back to
their fathers’ villages.”
COPARE is caring for
these children’s basic
needs while at the same
time accompanying the
women through a
journey of trauma
healing so as to help
them to accept their
children back.

Inspiring Stories of
Peace-building... (2)

RPN Associates Pastor
Eugene van Kramberg
and Brian Martin have a
dream to build peace in
their community of
Eldorado Park. Eldo’s
(as it is often called) is
an urban ‘coloured’
community that has
suffered under
gangsterism, substance
abuse, unemployment
and crime. Working with
80 Churches and the
Police Services, Eugene
and Brian have a vision
to train Church & Civic
Leaders in conflict
resolution skills and
ultimately to set up a
peace centre in Eldo’s.
Eugene, a former gang
leader himself, knows
first hand what it means
to make peace. He and
his rival gang leaders
reconciled and now lead
a joint community
ministry called ‘Together
Action Group’ (TAG).
Now they are going to
take their life learnings
are share them further
with others.

RPN ON THE WEB!
The RPN Newsletters are
now posted on the web at:
www.mcc.org/southafrica/
peacepathways/

RPN Contact Details:

PostNet Suite 441,
Private Bag X6
Florida Hills, 1716, RSA
Tel/Fax:

+27-11-672-8125
Email:
c.stauffer@alobal.co.z

The Regional Peace Network is a programme of tHdennonite Central Committ®CC) —
An International Faith-Based Relief & Development Agency

A AA A A A A A A A A A2 A2 2222242222224 4

DPOPPPPVPVPIVPVPVPVPPVPVPVIVVPVVPVVVVNVN9P99999999999%99%0




