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A Publication of the Regional Peace Network (RPN) -  Southern Africa

Quarterly Newsletter Issue 2 - 2006

Building a Thriving Africa;
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Spiritually at Peace, Economically Just, and Socially Reconciled.

Kindling a Passion
for Peace...

This quarter has been
‘fast-tracked’ with a great
deal of travel and activity
for RPN. This has not
deterred us, however, from
making time for ‘intentional
reflection on our work’ as
part of our strategic
direction for 2006. The
discipline of careful
research and critical
reflection has increased
our passion and
commitment for peace-
building in Africa. As RPN
Associate Simon Lerefolo
recently commented:

“It is amazing the ‘heart’
you get when you start
delving into the research
analysis of a specific
country context and
history.”

In this edition of Peace
Pathways we will highlight
the Democratic Republic of
Congo (DRC) and also
touch on the work that
RPN has recently been
involved with in Sierra
Leone, Zambia and
Zimbabwe. We hope this
read continues to inspire
your passion for peace.

RPN Co-ordinator
MCC, Johannesburg

Map of DRC :

Square Kms: 2,345,410
Population: 58,317,930
Ethnic Groups: Over 200

A Short History
of the DRC:

Formerly called the
Belgian Congo, this
territory was inhabited
originally by indigenous
people (Negrito Pygmies),
who were forced into the
mountain regions of the
country by Bantu and
Nilotic invaders. Later King
Leopold II of the Belgians,
obtained “rights” to the
Congo territory at the
Berlin Conference of 1885.
Leopold accumulated a
vast personal fortune from
ivory and rubber through
Congolese slave labour.

Signs of the Colonial Past -
Hotel Bellevue,
Lubumbashi, DRC.

10 million people _are
estimated to have died
from forced labor,
starvation, and outright
extermination during
Leopold's colonial rule.
At the time, little
international public
outcry was voiced
towards this atrocity.

Congo received its
independence from
colonial rule in June of
1960. After independence
the country immediately
faced an army mutiny and
an attempt at secession by
its mineral-rich province of
Katanga. A year later, the
prime minister, Patrice
Lumumba, was seized and
killed by troops loyal to
army chief Joseph Mobutu.
Various sources have also
implicated Belgium and the
USA in the Lumumba
assassination.

The Regional Peace Network is a programme of tHdennonite Central Committ®CC) —
An International Faith-Based Relief & Development Agency
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In 1965 Mobutu seized
power of the country
through a military coup
and remained in power for
32 years. He renamed the
country Zaire and himself
Mobutu Sese Seko.

By means of a concerted
7-month rebel campaign in
1997, Mobutu was ousted,
ending his flagrantly
corrupt regime. Laurent
Kabila, the new ruler, then
officially renamed the
country the Democratic
Republic of Congo (DRC).

In Jan. 2001, Kabila was
assassinated. His young
son Joseph became the
new president, and
demonstrated a
willingness to engage in
talks to end the civil war.

Current day city streets,
Lubumbashi, DRC, home of the
late Laurent Kabila.

Despite peace agreements
and power-sharing plans
signed between the main
parties in the Congolese
war (1999 & 2002), civil
unrest & killings continued.
Joseph Kabila signed a
new constitution in April
2003, and in July of that
same year, Congo's new
power-sharing government
was inaugurated. The new
government includes 4
vice presidents and 36
ministers, 16 of which are
former rebels.

“Among this resilient
population, as many as 4
million people have died

since the outbreak of

war, many from
preventable diseases.
More than 2 million
people are internally
displaced (internal
refugees) most of whom
(50 %) are located in the
Eastern part of the
country. Half of these
displaced people have
received no outside
assistance. 37% of the
population have no
access to formal health
care (about 18.5 million
people) and 16 million
people have critical food
needs.”

~ Pakisa Tshimika,
Mennonite Weekly Review
(August 22, 2005)

A Profile of DRC
Women Refugees...

RPN Associate Connie

Jood interviewed DRC

women refugees staying in
a shelter in Johannesburg,
South Africa. This process
sensitised her to the plight
of DRC’s women refugees:

~ Most of the women were
from Kinshasa (it is easier to
get across the border from
Kinshasa)

~ Most of the women were
highly traumatized

~ Many of the women were
pregnant and struggled to
support their children and/or
find adoption options.

~ Most of the women did not
have legal documents and
therefore could only make a
livelihood through informal
street vending.

A Trip to the DRC:

In January, RPN was
invited to partner with a
local Church, His People
Johannesburg, to

travel with a team to
Lubumbashi, DR Congo.
The team included Pastor
Tim Makamu, Sam Njela &
Oscar Wacandwa who
work amongst SA’s
parliament, media and
business sectors.

Pastor Oscar Wacandwa (DRC)
(standing in front, followed by
left to right) RPN Coordinator
Carl Stauffer, Pastor Sam Njela
(SA), Bishop Lambalamba
(DRC), Pastor Tim Makamu
(SA), & Pastor Fataki (DRC)

This trip was for the
purpose of supporting
various Church and civil
society movement players
that would be influential in
bolstering good
governance and a
peaceful transition during
the upcoming elections.

During this trip we were
centered in the southern
part of the country (& were
therefore unable to meet
with MCC personnel in
Kinshasa & the eastern
areas as we had hoped),
however we were able to
connect with various other
Church partners. One of
these players is legally
registered in the DRC as
REDTCO.

The Regional Peace Network is a programme of tHdennonite Central Committ®CC) —
An International Faith-Based Relief & Development Agency
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REDTCOQO’s primary aims
are to train, capacitate and
support Christians who are
engaging with politics in
the nation-wide elections
planned for this year 2006.
We as a team conducted
workshops on good
governance, justice,
reconciliation and healing
processes. We believe
there is great potential for
influencing the rebuilding
of the DRC, and we
therefore want to find ways
to continue to support
efforts on all levels to
bolster peaceful initiatives.

Hope for the
Elections in 20067

Mennonite Brethren
church leader Pascal
Kulungu, Director of the
Centre for Peacebuilding,
Leadership and Good
Governance located in
Kinshasa, DRC has been
busy training mediators
and observers for the
upcoming 2006 elections.
In Kulungu’s words:

“On December 19, 2005
we had the referendum for
our new constitution which

was accepted with more

than 80% (‘Yes’ vote).
There were many reasons
that led people to vote yes.

People are afraid of other
wars. They want new laws

and leaders who will
prevent other wars in the
future.”

“Most Congolese people
are willing to choose their
future leaders by election.
It is a compulsory way that

will help in setting up
democracy systems that
will rebuild the country.

Congolese have to learn

more about elections.”

“For 40 years, there have
not been democratic
elections in Congo.
Mobutu’s dictatorial

leadership didn’t allow
people to vote freely. It will
be a new experience; each
one would like to learn. Of
course other people voted
‘No’ in the referendum
because they did not have
enough time to read &
understand the
constitution. Others
declared that the new
constitution was written to
support the current
government.”

(Excerpt taken from
an email sent by
Pascal Kulungu on
31 December, 2005)

What can You do?:

* Work with refugees to
equip and empower
them as they plan to
return home to the DRC

* Advocate for just
regulations on
international investors
who are exploiting
DRC'’s mineral wealth

* \Volunteer as an
Election Monitor - visit
‘Congo Elections Appeal’

at:
www.mcc.org/congoelections

* Intercede for the
Elections and the long-
term peace of the DRC

*Pray for MCC as they
take time over the next
two years to carefully
evaluate progress in
their involvements in the
DRC.

| Other RPN Work: I

Africa Peace-
Building Institute
(API) - 2006

The Fifth annual APl was
held in May / June of this
year. There were 30
participants representing
15 different countries
across Africa. A South-
South Exchange process
was also launched with the
Mindanao Peace Institute
in the Philippines, and was
spear-headed by Babu
Ayindo, the previous
Director of MEF’s Peace
Programme. RPN
Associate, Mulanda Jimmy
Juma, currently co-
ordinates the Peace
Programme at Mindolo.

RPN Associate Nick Rowe
facilitating at API in Zambia

12-16 June — RPN
Associates Nick Rowe and
Carl Stauffer facilitated a
course on the ‘Theory and
Praxis of Reconciliation’ at
Mindolo Ecumenical
Foundation, Kitwe,
Zambia.

API participants dramatize
reconciliation processes

The Regional Peace Network is a programme of tHdennonite Central Committ®CC) —
An International Faith-Based Relief & Development Agency
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Ex-combatant
Reintegration in
Sierra Leone...

(Left to right) RPN Co-
ordinator, Carl Stauffer,
Nelli Makubu, CSVR
facilitator and Bishop J.C.
Humper, Former Chair of
the Sierra Leone TRC

5-9 June — RPN was
privileged to conduct
training with civil society
groups and ex-combatants
in Sierra Leone. This was
done in partnership with
the Centre for Study of
Violence & Reconciliation
(CSVR) of Johannesburg,
South Africa.

Workshop participants in
Makeni, Sierra Leone

Trip to Zimbabwe...

22-30 June — RPN
Associate Thami Sonile
and Carl Stauffer traveled
to Zimbabwe to work with
two educational institutions
(Theological College of
Zimbabwe in Bulawayo
and Ekuphileni Bible
Institute in Mtshabezi) on
incorporating peace
education courses into
their curriculum. Thami &
Carl were hosted in style
by the kind hands of local
MCC workers the Dubes.

Other Zimbabwe trip
highlights included:

+ Speaking in a Church in
Bulawayo that had
declared that Sunday a
‘Civic Leaders Day’ and
invited local government
officials to attend.

+ Having a two hour
interview with the former
Zanu-PF Minister of
Finance, Home Affairs and
Defense, Mr. Enos Nkala.
Nkala had served in these
positions during the
Matabeleland violence,
from 1980 to 1989, after
which he left his
government post.

A Matabeleland Story...

Eleck Nkomo from
Tsholotsho, recounted this
story:

“One of my brothers went

RPN Calendar:

3-5 August — RPN
Associates’ Meeting and
refresher training
workshop.

11-15 September — RPN
annual facilitation at the
Africa Great Lakes
Seminar in Gitega, Burundi

1-7 October — RPN Trip to
Ethiopia for Peace-building
training for Meserete
Kristos Church national
leaders.

23 October -3

November - Annual
Prophetic Peacemaking for
Pastors Seminar at Centre
for Life-Long Learning
(C4L) in White River, SA.

11 November — RPN
Associates’ end of year
Meeting.

Late November — RPN
invited to participate in
consultation held in
Uganda and hosted by
Duke Divinity School on
reconciliation in the Africa
Great Lakes Region.

RPN Contact Details:

PostNet Suite 441,
Private Bag X6
Florida Hills, 1716
South Africa

Tel/Fax: +27-11-672-8125

Email:
c.stauffer@qglobal.co.za

missing in Matabeleland ove
that time and the family hag
never seen him since.
Sometimes | even look for
my brother’s face in the
crowds as | walk the city
streets. We do not know if
our brother is dead or alive
because we have not burie
any bones yet!” r

WE ARE ON THE
WEB!

The RPN Newsletters are
web-posted. Check us out
at:

Bringing in the evening fish :
www.mcc.org/world/africa/

catch on the shores of
Freetown

The Regional Peace Network is a programme of tHdennonite Central Committ®CC) —
An International Faith-Based Relief & Development Agency
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