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A Publication of the Regional Peace Network (RPN) - Southern Africa

Quarterly Newsletter

Building a Thriving Africa;

Issue 2 - 2005

Spiritually at Peace, Economically Just, and Socially Reconciled.

From the
Co-ordinator’s desk:

In this second issue of
Peace Pathways, we
focus our attention on
Zimbabwe where RPN
continues to remain
engaged in conflict
transformation work.

We will also feature news
on the activities of RPN
Associates and partners in
South Africa, Swaziland
and Zambia. As you read
Peace Pathways you will
be joining with a broad
movement of others who
daily labour for justice and
deep-seated peace in this
region!

RPN Co-ordinator

MCC, Johannesburg

Spotlight on
Zimbabwe...

We were pleased to have
Associate Thami Sonile
represent the RPN as a
member of the Regional
Faith-based Observer
Mission during the March
2005 Elections in
Zimbabwe.

RPN Associate Thami Sonile

“My hope and vision for
the future of Zimbabwe
isthat one day we would
be a free nation. That
the sons and daughters
of Zimbabwewho are
struggling to sing the
Lord’ssongin foreign
lands would be able to
gather and partakein
the joy of Zimbabwe
which iscurrently in
travail. | dream of a
day when we will be
ableto re-build the
broken walls of
Zimbabwe, when we will
have a Biblical
testimony of national
redemption. Toall
Zimbabweans, | say -
Let’snot hold our peace
until He has made
Zimbabwe a praisein
Africal”
Thami Sonile

Zimbabwe: A
Brief History

Zimbabwe, a strong and
beautiful people with a
tumultuous and proud
heritage, has always been
a nation of paradoxes.

After a fierce struggle,
Zimbabwe walked into its
destiny of independence
from British rule in 1980,
with Africa and the world
optimistic about its future
prospects.

The Zanu-PF came to rule
on the convincing platform
of Reconciliation, however,
in order to solidify their
power and deal with
internal “dissidents”,
thousands of people were
massacred between 1980-
1987 in Matabeleland.

Despite the signing of the
Unity Accord in 1987 (a
political settlement), no
one has taken full
responsibility for the
trauma unleashed in this
period of Matabeleland
history. As the violence of
this era continues to haunt
the nation, Trauma
Healing has surfaced as
an issue critical to the
future peace of Zimbabwe.

The Regional Peace Network isa programme of the Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) —
An International Relief & Development Agency
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Working on both
restoration and
reconciliation issues
related to the
Matabeleland massacres
is one of RPN’s Zimbabwe
partners, the inspirational
Grace to Heal ministry.
Carl Stauffer and RPN
Associate Connie Jood
were invited to Zimbabwe
in April in order to meet
with these partners and
facilitate a 2-day seminar
on Restorative Justice, an
issue that is at the heart of
reconciliation processes.

RPN Associate Connie Jood
and Pastor Ray Motsi, of
Bulawayo Baptist Church &
the Graceto Heal Ministry

The
Land Question

In addition to Trauma
Healing, and Restorative
Justice, Land
Redistribution continues
to be a pivotal issue in
Zimbabwe. Since the time
of the historic failure of the
British to deliver on their
commitment to assist in
this process (the Lancaster
House Agreement), land
acquisition has become a
desperate & urgent need.

In 2000, a government
land seizure programme
was launched precipitating
some needed re-
distribution.

However the land seizure
program also unleashed
much violence in its wake.
The net result has been
that those who have
benefited from this
campaign are fearful that if
there should be a change
in government they would
be removed from their
newly acquired farms.

Since 2000, with the
imposition of international
economic sanctions in
response to the land crisis,
the ruling party of
Zimbabwe has moved
swiftly to “gag’ the media
and the judiciary, and to
change legislation in order
to tighten its grip on
power.

One of the interesting and
creative approaches to
delving into Zimbabwe’s
land issues has been
spearheaded by RPN’s
partner, the Habakkuk
Trust. They have begun
extensive and rigorous
research and
documentation into land
ownership, deeds and
titles, in Zimbabwe. Their
findings are both
substantive and
provocative.

Dumi Nkomo, Director of
Zimbabwe' s Habakkuk
Trust, an RPN Partner

Other mainline Churches
have also been active in
the Matabeleland area and
beyond, albeit in quieter
ways. Bodies such as
Zimbabwe’s large Brethren
in Christ Church have also
made significant
contributions to a much
needed transformation
process in Zimbabwe.

Doris Dube, of MCC-
Zimbabwe & Umama Nellie
Mlotshwa, peace activist of
the BICC, Brethren in
Christ Church

Zimbabwe
Elections 2005

Closely tied into land
redistribution are the
issues of politics and
elections. Zimbabwe has
just passed through a
pivotal local Election
experience on 31 March,
2005. This was a
‘different’ election for a
number of reasons: Firstly,
from all sides of the
political divide it was
agreed that this Election
was exceptionally non-
violent as compared to the
parliamentary and
presidential Elections of
2000 & 2002 respectively.

Secondly, for about one

month leading up to the

Elections the opposition

parties were given many
freedoms.

The Regional Peace Network isa programme of the Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) —
An International Relief & Development Agency
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This included freedoms to
advertise and campaign
openly and without threat.
This move convinced
some members of the
Southern African
Development Community
(SADC) that the Election
Protocol was being
followed.

However, other voices
have hastened to caution
that there is a difference
between “Non-Violence”
and “Free and Fair”
political processes. While
we thank God for the non-
violence experienced at
the polls, as the old adage
goes, “Peace is much
more than the absence
of War!”

Giving leadership to
ecumenical efforts at
election monitoring in
March was AEA, the
Association of
Evangelicals in Africa.
Their bold and effective
interdenominational
approach has given voice
to much needed advocacy
work in Zimbabwe.

Useni Sibanda, of AEA,
along-term Partner RPN
met with in April

A Parable...

In the prophetic literature
of the Scriptures we find a
fascinating story in Daniel

Chapter 3 — this drama is
a tale of intrigue, violence
& courage. Six different
sets of characters enter
the stage as follows:

Enter: BIG MAN — (vs. 1)
King Nebuchadnezzar -
who had such a grand ego
that he built a great golden
image of himself and
worshipped it. Not only
did he worship it himself
but he decided all other
people must also worship
it (State Worship).

Enter: The FEARFUL
MAJORITY — (vs.3)

This group of satraps,
advisors, treasurers,
judges, magistrates and all
the other provincial
officials assembled to
worship the image.

Enter: The KING’'S
HERALD (Minister of
Information) — (vs. 4)
This character readily
reinforces the BIG MAN'’s
order to worship the
image.

Enter: INFORMANTS —
(vs.8) Astrologers who
being jealous of the Jews
who would not bow down
took it upon themselves to
tell the BIG MAN of any
forms of rebellion.

Enter: DANIEL’S 3
FRIENDS: (vs.13)
Fearing God rather then
man, these three activists
refused to bow down to
the State image.
Summoned by the furious
power of the BIG MAN
they were interrogated.

Daniel's 3 friends
answered the BIG MAN as
follows: (vs.16-18)

*We account to God, not
to man — (clear allegiance)

*We know that our God
can rescue us — (faith)

* Even if God does not
save us, we will not bow
down — (taking a principled
stand).

The 3 servants of God
were thrown into the fire.

Enter: GOD ALMIGHTY —
The Finale - (vs.25)

God came down and
accompanied the 3 friends
through the fire and
protected them whilst in
the fiery flames.

Zimbabwe:
Current Events

Within the last 6 weeks,
operation ‘Marambatsvina’
a “cleaning up of illegal
housing and trade” has
been embarked on in the
urban and now also rural
areas. This effort has
resulted in the forcible
removal and displacement
of up to 200,000
Zimbabweans, Many
temporary homes and
businesses have been
destroyed in this process,
leaving the onus on
Churches to provide
shelter for the newly
dispossessed during the
period of the harshest cold
of winter.

People are now beginning to
‘feel’ the long-haul nature of
peace-building and with
hardship comes the
temptation to become either
aggressive or apathetic —
(violenceor silence). But in
the face of this challenge,
however, the Zimbabwean
Church continues to work
valiantly at addressing the
pressing issues of peace and
justice in their country.

The Regional Peace Network isa programme of the Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) —
An International Relief & Development Agency
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Stories of
| ntervention in
Other parts of
the Region...

RPN Associate, Roystan
LeBon, in close con-
nection with Westbury’s
TAG — Together Action
Group of Johannesburg,
has been promoting
peace-building among
youth. Roystan, a
musician and actor himself
has developed a youth
performing arts group that
presents drama & music.

Roystan, having come out
of gang-life himself,
initiated a creative peace
project between rival
gangs through the use of
soccer. In an unusual
attempt to engage at-risk
gangster youth and show
them the possibilities of
cooperation and unity,
Roystan has been setting
up soccer games between
“enemy” gangs.

As one can imagine this
kind of front-line peace
effort carries its own kind
of risks. In early May,
Roystan was accused of
taking sides between two
rival gangs and was
beaten-up and had his
face cut with a knife in the
scuffle.

This is not the first time
Roystan has been
physically hurt or
threatened while working
for peace, and this kind of
occupational hazard is
never easy. However,
God takes care of His own
who are risking “life and
limb” for peace.

God had just the get-away
plan for Roystan. From 9-
13 May, Roystan and
RPN'’s Carl Stauffer
traveled to Muzeinburg
near the Cape to teach in
the School of Humanities.

RPN Associate,
Roystan LeBon

Not only was this a crucial
time of teaching on peace,
it was also a time to walk
on the beach, to worship
and reflect on life.
Roystan came away
refreshed and renewed.

“Muzeinburg was one of
God’sgreat blessingsto
encourage mein what I’'m
doing! Not only wasit my
first timetofly, but | was
privileged to meet so many
different people from other
countriesworking for
peace.”

- Roystan LeBon

Other RPN
Activitiesin
Africa:

RPN Associate
Hlobi Nxumalo and Carl
Stauffer facilitated
leadership training for the
African Initiated Church
League and introduced the
Biblical Peace-Building
framework to 6 different
Bible Colleges in
Swaziland in May, 2005.

- RPN Associate
Mike Batley and his
colleague Tshegofatso
Maswabi co-facilitated a
course on Restorative
Justice at the African
Peacebuilding Institute
(API) in Kitwe, Zambia 9-
17 June, 2005.

Upcoming RPN
Calendar:

23 July — Next RPN
Quarterly Meeting.

July 25-29 — Cape
Town DTS training
with RPN Associate
Brian Martin

10-17 August — Trip
to Ethiopia with MK
Churches.

8 October — RPN
Associates’ Quarterly
Meetings.

27 Sept — 7 October -
Trip to Burundi with
Great Lakes Peace-
Building Seminar.

17-28 October —
Prophetic
Peacemaking for
Pastors regional
seminar with RPN
Associate, Pastor
Eugene van Kramberg

3 December — RPN
Associates’ Quarterly
Meeting & yearly
assessment.

RPN Contact Details:

PostNet Suite 441,
Private Bag X6
Florida Hills, 1716
South Africa
Tel/Fax: +27-11-672-8125
Email:
c.stauffer@global.co.za

The Regional Peace Network isa programme of the Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) —
An International Relief & Development Agency
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