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The Rest of the 
Story… 

 
In this first issue of PEACE 
PATHWAYS in 2007 we 
want to celebrate  
‘winds of change’  - the 
transformation from 
violence to peace; from 
brokenness to wholeness. 
We want to surface ‘the 
rest of the story’  to what 
we often hear from our 
politicians, read in the 
news or see in the media. 
 
While skeptical voices of 
violence echo all around 
us, it gave us a great deal 
of satisfaction as an RPN 
team to discuss at our last 
quarterly meeting a 
synopsis of the Human 
Security Brief – 2006  
www.humansecuritybrief.info 
which outlines the 
landscape of global wars 
and violence over the past 
decade. Some of the 
research results of this 
report are surprising and 
well worth noting. 
 

“From the beginning of 
2002 to the end of 2005, 

the number of armed 
conflicts being waged 

around the world shrank 
15% - from 66 to 56. By 
far the greatest decline 

was in Sub-Saharan 
Africa.” 

  

 
 
 

“The Report argued that 
the decline could be 

attributed in large part to 
an upsurge in 

international activism … 
that sought to stop on-

going wars, help negotiate 
peace settlements, 
support post-conflict 
reconstruction, and 

prevent old wars from 
starting again.” 

( Human Security Brief 2006) 

 

Other Key Findings: 
 
+ Estimated battle-death 
tolls declined worldwide by  
almost 40% over that 
same period. 
 
+ In 2005, there was one 
ongoing genocide (Darfur). 
In 1989, there were 10. 
 
+ The number of displaced 
people around the world – 
refugees and internally  
displaced persons – fell 
from 34.2 to 32.1 million  
between 2003 and 2005, a 
net decline of 6%. 
 
+ The number of military 
coups and attempted 
coups fell from 10 in 2004 
to just 3 in 2005, 
continuing an uneven 
decline from 1963 high 
point of 25. 
 
 

 
 
 
+ Between 1968 and 2005, 
the number of civilians  
killed by international 
terrorists has only been 
a small fraction of the 
civilian  death toll from 
the other forms of 
political violence. 
 
+ Growing numbers of 
wars are ending in 
negotiated settlements 
instead of being fought to  
the bitter end. In the 
1990s this trend 
demonstrated a major 
shift which has 
continued into the new 
millennium.  More wars 
are now ending in peace 
talks , a development that 
reflects the increased 
commitment to  
negotiation as a  
mechanism for  
addressing international 
conflicts.  

 
This is encouraging news 
as we labour for peace; it 
gives us a glimpse into 
what it means to grow our 
ability to live and hope in 
the ‘story behind the story’. 
 
���������		
� ,                
RPN Co-ordinator              
MCC, Johannesburg 
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“They will beat their 
swords into plowshares 

and their spears into 
pruning hooks. Nation 
will not take up sword 
against nation, nor will 

they train for war 
anymore.” 
(Micah 4:4) 

 

Expanded MCC 
Peace Projects:  

 
RPN is excited to be part 
of the visioning and 
implementation of a 
number of new MCC 
peace projects initiated in 
partnership with key local 
partners in Africa: 
 
1.) Sudan-Mozambique 
Exchange – MCC has 
designated funding to 
facilitate a series of 
exchange visits between 
the Sudan & Mozambique 
Councils of Churches. The 
purpose is for Sudan to 
glean some of the critical 
learning from Mozambique 
on how the Church can 
play an active role in post-
war reconstruction. 
 
2.) Ethiopia  – MCC’s 
Church partner (MKC) will 
be hosting a trauma 
healing training (facilitated 
by Violette Nyirarukundo of 
Rwanda) and a project on 
Muslim-Christian Dialogue 
(facilitated by Gopar 
Tapkida of Nigeria). 
 
3.) Nigeria  – MCC 
partners will expand their 
work in Muslim-Christian 
Dialogue in the nine 
Northern Plateau States. 
 
4.) Eastern DRC  – 
Through MCC’s partner 
COPARE, a 3-year 
intensive community-

based self-help trauma 
healing programme will be 
rolled out. 
 
5.) Zimbabwe  – An 
external advocacy project 
will be embarked upon.  
This effort will focus on 
raising awareness and 
lobbying for support for a 
non-violent transition in 
Zimbabwe.  The project 
will be introduced amongst 
Churches & civil society 
role-players in the 4 
countries bordering on 
Zimbabwe (Zambia, 
Botswana, Mozambique & 
South Africa). 

6.) South Africa – MCC 
will be supporting the 
Restorative Justice 
Centre (RJC)  under the 
leadership of RPN 
Associates Mike Batley & 
Tshegofatso Maswabi, as 
they produce a video for 
Church audiences. This 
endeavor is aimed at 
raising awareness of the 
theological ‘roots’ of RJ 
practice and at challenging 
Christians to grapple with 
restorative options in the 
face of high rates of violent 
crime and economic 
issues of injustice still 
residing in South Africa. 
       

 
 

Mike Batley, Director of 
RJC and RPN Associate 

From the RPN 
Associates… 
 
Simon Lerefolo  - Simon 
has recently had the 
opportunity to work in 
Lesotho representing RPN 
under a contract with the 
Centre for Conflict 
Resolution (CCR), located 
in Cape Town. 
 

 
 
With this project, Simon 
functions as lead facilitator 
in a Public Participation 
Forum with National and 
local government officials 
as well as traditional 
authorities. This on-going 
dialogue project which 
coincided with the recent 
national Elections in 
Lesotho in February 2007, 
is addressing key conflict 
areas, enhancing 
communication, and 
improving the working 
relationship among these 3 
groups. All 3 groups have 
a pivotal role in the New 
Constitution of Lesotho, 
and each has a particular 
stake in the transition to 
democracy and the 
delivery of development to 
the Basotho people. 
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Connie Jood  – Connie 
represented RPN as the 
facilitator for a two-day 
conflict management 
training with at-risk and 
gang youth from Westbury 
community. The training 
was part of a 3-week 
intensive life-skills camp 
hosted & sponsored by 
long-term RPN partner, 
Conquest for Life (CFL).   
 

 
 
Pastor Eugene van 
Kramberg (above) & 
Brian Martin  (below) 
 
- RPN is teaming up with 
Shekinah Christian 
Ministries (The Church of 
RPN Associates’ Pastor 
Eugene & Brian Martin) in 
a peace-building project 
aimed at assisting Pastors 
in managing Church & 
community conflicts in their 
neighbourhood of 
Eldorado Park located in 
Johannesburg. This 
projected 3-year project is 
also seeking funding from 
Mustard Seed Foundation.  
 

 
Brian Martin 

Other RPN 
Activities: 

 
Swaziland Trip – On the 
19-21 January, RPN 
Coordinator Carl & his son 
Christopher traveled to 
Manzini, Swaziland on the 
invitation of the Alliance 
Church. Carl facilitated a 
seminar on handling 
Church conflicts with 40 
local pastors and Chris 
spoke to the youth who 
were gathered on Friday & 
Saturday evenings. 
 
Sierra Leone Trip  – Carl 
traveled to Sierra Leone to 
co-facilitate the second 
training with ex-
combatants from 5-10 
February. The last day of 
the workshop was 
dedicated to Election 
Monitoring training. The 
training was attended by 
20 participating 
organizations representing 
ex-combatants, war-
affected populations and 
service providers from the 
civil society sector. New 
materials were developed 
and piloted at this training. 
The training package, 
entitled: “Community 
Reconciliation –  
Reconstructing Self & 
Others in Harmony”  
concentrates on moving 
the ex-combatant from the 
mindset of violence 
(resistance fighters) to a 
worldview of non-violence 
(peace promoters). This 
project was in partnership 
with the Centre for the 
Study of Violence & 
Reconciliation (CSVR) in 
South Africa & the Forum 
of Conscience (FOC) in 
Sierra Leone. 
 
 

South Africa  – Also in  
conjunction with CSVR, a 
training was conducted 
early in the year with 
South African ex-
combatants, using a 
modified version of the 
newly developed materials 
mentioned above.  
 

“I am afraid I have 
been living a lie.” 

 
A Story of one Ex-

combatant’s journey of 
Transformation: 

 
“I did not sleep well last 
night - my mind was full of 
what we are learning here 
in this workshop & it is 
disturbing me – it is 
upsetting all that I thought 
to be reality. Others can tell 
you, I am not a man of 
tears, but last night I cried.”  
 
These were the words of one 
South African ex-combatant 
who participated in the 
CSVR-RPN training. This ex-
combatant had joined APLA 
(Azanian People’s Liberation 
Army) at a young age, was 
trained in military maneuvers 
in exile and gave the prime of 
his life towards using violence 
as a mechanism to dismantle 
the Apartheid regime.  
 
But through this CSVR/RPN 
workshop, he was discovering 
the irony of attempting to use 
violence to overthrow 
violence.  He was also finally 
grappling with some of the toll 
that a lifestyle and ideology of 
violence extracts from those 
who live by its mandate.   
For this ex-combatant, the 
transition from a military to a 
civilian mindset and lifestyle 
was momentous.  This 
metamorphosis, while deeply 
soul-searching and even 
painful, was playing itself out - 
right there in the midst of our 
facilitated group discussions. 
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Other RPN 
Activities continued: 
 
Zimbabwe Trip  – Carl 
traveled to Zimbabwe from 
28 March to 5 April. The 
main portion of that trip 
was spent in MCC 
Regional Leadership 
Meetings, however, Carl 
spent three days meeting 
with and encouraging 
RPN’s peace partners in 
the Bulawayo area. Under 
tremendous duress and 
persecution, there remain 
many individuals, 
Churches & organizations 
that are holding out bright 
lights of hope for the 
freedom and healing of 
that great nation. Let us 
continue to pray and work 
for a peaceful transition in 
Zimbabwe.  
 

 
 

A Shining Example: 
 
One Zimbabwean 
organization is focusing 
their energy on training 
and organizing local 
communities to advocate 
for their fundamental   
human needs (e.g. water, 
provision and other 
necessary services). They 
have developed a 
contextual training manual 
and have now trained 29 
local districts in the 
rudimentary skills of 
advocacy. This group also 
facilitates Public Meetings 
to which local government 
officials are invited in order 
for them to hear the 
concerns and grievances 
of the people. In this way, 

elected leaders are held 
accountable by the people 
they purport to serve, and 
this public forum is 
empowering people to give 
voice to how they want to 
be governed. 
 

MCC-Regional 
Peace Network Co-
ordinator appointed 
for West Africa:   
 
We are very pleased to 
announce that as of 
January 2007, Gopar 
Tapkida  of Nigeria will 
function at MCC’s 
Regional Peace Networker 
for West Africa. Gopar, 
originally from Jos, 
Nigeria, will relocate the 
MCC RPN – West Africa 
office to Abuja, Nigeria. 
Gopar is a pastor and 
completed his Masters 
Degree in Conflict 
Transformation from 
Eastern Mennonite 
University (USA) in 2001. 
Since 2001, Gopar has 
been working on Muslim-
Christian peace in 
Northern Nigeria and 
teaching peace theology. 
Gopar is a regular 
instructor each year at the 
Africa Peace-building 
Institute in Zambia. We 
congratulate Gopar in this 
new appointment and look 
forward to working 
together in the future! 
  

RPN Calendar: 
 
May & June  – RPN 
Associates Jimmy Juma, 
Nick Rowe, Tsegofatso 
Maswabi & Carl Stauffer 
will be instructors at the 
Africa Peace-Building 
Institute (API) in Kitwe, 
Zambia. 

13-26 May – Carl travels 
to the Mindanao Peace-
building Institute (MPI) 
located in the Philippines. 
There he will represent 
API in a curriculum 
development workshop & 
consultation as part of the 
South-South Solidarity 
Exchange programme 
orchestrated by Babu 
Ayindo and funded by 
DKA. 
 
11-29 June  – Leadership 
orientation meetings to be 
held at the MCC 
headquarters with 
accompanying visits to 
MCC advocacy offices in 
Washington DC, New York 
& Canada.  
 
22-29 September  – MCC 
SwaLeSa host the All-
Africa MCC Leadership 
meetings in Johannesburg. 
 
October  – RPN to 
facilitate annual training 
with the Great Lakes 
Peace-building Seminar in 
Gitega, Burundi & T.O.T. 
in Ethiopia.  

 

NEW RPN CONTACT 
DETAILS: 

 
We have a new mailing 
address & telephone / fax 
number. The email & website 
contacts remain the same: 

 
 
     
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Mailing Address:  
PostNet Suite 569 
Private Bag X5 

Fourways North, 2086, RSA 
 

Tel/Fax: +27-11-467-2294 
 

Email:  
c.stauffer@global.co.za 

 
Website:  

www.mcc.org/south 
africa/peacepathways/ 


