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Welcoming      
2005… 
 
This year we are excited  
to introduce you to  
“ Peace Pathways” , 
a new publication of the 
Regional Peace Network 
(RPN).  The aim of this 
publication is to keep our 
national and international 
constituency up to date 
and informed about the 
vital work that RPN is 
engaged in.  In these 
quarterly newsletters we 
will give you snap-shots of 
our peace-building 
interventions & work, 
identify current conflict 
“hot” issues and locations, 
highlight our calendar of 
trainings and share with 
you stories from the peace 
education activities that we 
are involved in.  
 

Our Vision : 
Building a Thriving Africa : 

  Spiritually at Peace, 
Economically Just, 

and Socially Reconciled. 

 
RPN’s mission is to 
connect people, ideas, 
resources and 
organisations for the 
purposes of bolstering 
sustainable peace in 
Africa.  More specifically, 
RPN uses the intervention 
strategies of trauma 
healing, non-violence 
work, restorative justice  

    
practice and reconciliation 
training.  We focus on 
partnering with faith-based 
groups, as well as like-
minded civil society, 
government and grass-
roots organisations that 
represent a cross section 
of society.   
 
RPN offers peace project 
consultation and promotes 
mentorship for African 
leaders interested in 
pursuing peace studies in 
Africa. 
 

Why ‘Peace 
Pathways’  ? 
 
The name of our 
publication has been 
chosen as a ‘take-off’ from 
the Old Testament 
Prophetic Scriptures found 
in Jeremiah 6:16. 

“ Stand at the cross- 
roads and look, ask for  

the ancient PATHS, 
ask where the good 

way is and walk in it, 
and you will find rest 

for  your  souls.”        
Jeremiah 6:16 

Conflict often takes us to a 
crossroads, a place of 
choosing - where our 
decisions can result in 
destruction or healing.  
Our passion at RPN is to 
“ seek peace and pursue 
it” .  Sometimes we find             
peace in unusual places.   

We encounter healing in 
the ‘ancient paths’ of our 
religious faith. This ‘root’ 
system is often left hidden 
and undiscovered. At RPN 
we see this root system as 
an invaluable resource in 
the process of conflict 
transformation. 

In this first issue of Peace 
Pathways you’ll get a 
broad brushstroke picture 
of RPN’s work over the 
past year, we will 
personally introduce you to 
RPN’s 12 Associates, and 
we’ll end by taking a quick 
look at our future events 
calendar for 2005.                                                                    
We hope you enjoy this 
issue and the ones to 
come!                           
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Carl Stauffer & RPN 
Associate Hlobi Nxumalo 

meet with Mennonite 
Central Committee 

Representative, Wayne 
Mitchell 
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2004 RPN  
Peace Education 
Highlights… 
 
February – RPN 
Associate, Simon Lerefolo 
& Carl Stauffer partnered 
with World Vision to train 
National leaders in Peace-
building in Addis, Ethiopia. 
 
April – RPN Associate, 
Tshiamo Moremogolo & 
Carl Stauffer represented 
RPN as instructors for the 
Non-violent Strategic 
Action course at the 
African Peacebuilding 
Institute (API) – a six-
week intensive peace 
studies programme 
initiated in 2001 as a 
partnership between MCC 
and Mindolo Ecumenical 
Centre in Kitwe, Zambia. 
 

RPN Associate, Tshiamo 
Moremogolo (far right) 
involved in a colourful 
training simulation. 
 
June – RPN Associate, 
Thami Sonile & Carl 
Stauffer consulted with a 
broad spectrum of peace 
partners as well as 
conducted the 5th 
peacebuilding workshop 

for the African Initiated 
Churches (AIC’s) in 
Bulawayo, Zimbabwe.  
Funding for this project 
came from the Joseph 
Rowntree Charitable Trust 
of the UK.   
 

 
 

RPN Associate Thami 
Sonile (centre) and several 
participants from the AIC 

Zimbabwe training. 
 
July – RPN Associate, 
Connie Jood & Carl 
Stauffer were privileged to 
facilitate a FOCCISA 
Youth Peace Training for 
22 youth representing 11 
countries in the Southern 
African Region. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
August – Carl Stauffer 
was invited to present two 
papers in Windhoek on the 
South African TRC and 
reconciliation processes in 
Africa at a historical 
conference entitled, 
“ Decontaminating 
Namibia’s Past ” .  
 

September – RPN 
Associate, Brian Martin 
participated in the In –
depth Regional Seminar, 
“Prophetic Peacemaking 
for Pastors” facilitated by 
Useni Sibanda of 
Zimbabwe & Carl Stauffer. 
Funding for this training 
came from the Mustard 
Seed Foundation (MFS). 

Pastor Ntalasha of Zambia 
presenting a strategic 

action plan. 
 
October - Hlobi Nxumalo 
and Carl Stauffer traveled 
to Gitega, Burundi to 
consult with peace 
partners & facilitate a 
peace-building course for 
the Great Lakes Peace 
Institute (GLPI). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“ The Climax was 
seeing the group 

bring all the 
information together 

when they had to 
write a project for 
their countries.”  

- Connie Jood 
commenting on the 
FOCCISA training 

“ The opportunity was 
rare to see this group 
coming together to 

discuss peace and the 
testimony of one of the 
military leaders at the 

end of the workshop was 
a big challenge - he said, 

‘ I  realise that through 
‘ the system’ , I  have 

killed a lot of rebels for 
no reason’  and he 

confessed in front of the 
rebels.”  

- Hlobi Nxumalo 
commenting on the Burundi 

training 
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November – RPN 
Associate Simon Lerefolo 
and Carl Stauffer traveled 
to Nigeria and consulted 
peace partners & 
conducted various conflict 
transformation seminars 
with University students in 
5 cities across Nigeria in 
the “Campus-to-Campus” 
Project of the Peace-
Building Network (PBN) of 
Nigeria.  

 
RPN Associate, Simon 
Lerefolo (left) with Nigerian 
host Kayode Bolaji, 
Director  of the Peace 
Building Network (PBN) in 
Nigeria.  
 

Who are we? 
 
All 12 RPN Associates 
serve the Network with a 
wide array of exceptional 
professional backgrounds. 
Our unifying character 
rotates around the deeply 
spiritual nature of our work 
and the fact that each of 
the RPN Associates is 
skilled and highly 
committed to building 
peace in Africa. 
 
Trevor Ntlhola – Holds a 
Theology degree, and is 
an Activist, Pastor and 
Community Leader in 
Pimville Zone 3, Soweto. 
 
Eugene van Kramburg – 
Director of Together Action 
Group (TAG) – a 

Restorative Justice CBO 
working with gangsters, 
prisoners and youth in the 
Westbury Community. 
 
Ms. Nkele Maseko –  
Has a background in Law, 
is a diligent Church 
volunteer and currently 
works with medical 
research at the WITS 
University. 
 
Mike Batley – Trained 
Social Worker and is 
Executive Director of the 
Restorative Justice Centre 
(RJC) in Pretoria, South 
Africa. 
 
Vusi Mdlankomo – 
Studied Public 
Management & 
Development, and has 
been Director of several 
Community Aids Projects.   
 
Brian Martin – Works as a 
Professional Administrator, 
is currently in Church 
leadership & has a 
passion for personal & 
community transformation. 
 
Roystan Le Bon – 
Performer (music & acting) 
Is a Community Youth 
Worker in Westbury and is 
studying Sound 
Engineering. 
 
Tshiamo Moremogolo – 
Vibrant Political Activist & 
intellectual. Is currently 
completing a Law Degree. 
 
Thami Sonile – 
(Zimbabwean) Director of 
the Emthonjeni HIV/AIDS 
Programme.  Currently 
completing a degree in 
International Politics. 
 
Simon Lerefolo – Trained 
Engineer and Pastor.  Has 
a background in 
leadership & 

organisational 
development consulting in 
government and the 
business sectors. 
 
Ms. Connie Jood – 
Trained Social  Worker 
and Vice Principal of 
Boystown Magaliesburg –
a school for at-risk youth. 
 
Ms. Hlobi Nxumalo – 
(Swaziland) – Trained 
Accountant currently 
working for MCC in 
HIV/AIDs and Conflict 
Transformation.  
 
RPN Co-ordinator – 
Carl Stauffer - Has a 
Master’s Degree in 
Conflict Transformation, 
and oversees MCC’s 
peace work in the 
Southern region.  
 

Stories of 
Intervention… 
 
It was a dark night in 
September never to be 
forgotten.  Several youths 
had gathered and were 
playing ©‘Russian Roulette©’ 
with a handgun in a home 
in Soweto. It may never be 
known whether or not foul 
play was involved, but as a 
gunshot went off one 
young person’s life was 
tragically terminated. 
 
For RPN Associate Pastor 
Trevor, this was a sad day 
not only because of the 
loss of life but also 
because community and 
Church members were 
affected. He was asked to 
officiate the funeral of this 
young ANC ‘comrade’ who 
had lost his life under 
mysterious circumstances.  
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Pastor Trevor immediately  
realised that a Mediation 
between the grieving 
family and the other 
youths who ‘witnessed’ 
this event would be 
necessary, It was a very 
tense and dicey situation.  
 
Pastor Trevor was worried 
that there would be 
violence and guns at the 
funeral. So packed into the 
Victim’s mother’s home 
late into the night, he took 
the lead and brought 
together conflicting parties 
involved in the incident.  
Emotions were high and at 
one point ANC youth 
gathered in the streets to 
chant  - firing their guns in 
the air.   
 
But the Mediation went 
forward. After hearing 
each other’s stories, the 
youths and their families 
together with community 
representatives agreed to 
keep the peace for the 
funeral.  However, this 
was on the condition that 
further meetings would be 
held to resolve the 
disagreements and false 
accusations that were 
spreading like wildfire 
across the community. 
 
The agreement s brokered 
at this intense meeting 
stood firm and the funeral 
carried on without difficulty 
under the watchful eye of 
community members and 
the police.   
 
After the funeral, Pastor 
Trevor facilitated 4 other 
community meetings to 
bring closure to this tragic 
event.  Apologies were 
offered, rumours were put 
to rest and the cycle of 
revenge has been broken.  

Space has been created 
for peaceful co-existence 
and the community 
continues to heal.  Thank 
you Trevor for your 
courageous leadership 
and transforming work!  
 

RPN Associate, Pastor 
Trevor Ntlhola (second 
from right) talking with 
some of his Church and 
community members. 
 

Upcoming RPN 
Calendar:  

 

¨  15-16 April – 
Restorative Justice 
Symposium in 
Zimbabwe facilitated 
by 2 RPN Associates. 

 

¨  29 April to 1 May – 
Meetings with AIC in 
Lesotho. 

 

¨  9-13 May – Teaching 
on Peace-building at 
School of Humanities - 
Cape Town. 

 

¨  23-27 May – Training 
of Church Leaders in 
Swaziland. 

 

¨  9-17 June – RPN 
Associates conducting 
courses on 
Restorative Justice & 
Leadership at the 
African Peacebuilding 
Institute (API) Zambia. 

 

¨  25 June – RPN 
Quarterly Meeting. 

 

¨  July – Malawi trip with 
AEA 

 

¨  July 25-29 – Cape 
Town DTS 

 

¨  August – Trip to 
Ethiopia with MKC. 

 

¨  13 August – RPN 
Associates Quarterly 
Meeting. 

 

¨  August / September 
– Proposed trip to 
Nigeria with PBN. 

 

¨  8 October – RPN 
Associates Quarterly 
Meeting. 

 

¨  October -Trip to 
Burundi with GLPS. 

 

¨  17-28 October – 
Prophetic 
Peacemaking for 
Pastors regional 
seminar.  

 

¨  3 December – RPN 
Associates ‘ last 
Quarterly Meeting ‘05  

 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RPN Contact Details: 

PostNet Suite 441, 
Private Bag X6 

Florida Hills, 1716 
South Africa 

Tel/Fax: +27-11-672-8125 
Email: 

c.stauffer@global.co.za 

RPN Associate Thami 
Sonile has recently returned 
from a trip to Zimbabwe as 

part of an Election 
Monitoring Delegation – 
His experience and the 

regional conflict ‘hot-spot’  
of Zimbabwe will be the 

feature of our next issue of 
Peace Pathways. 


