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S A S K ATC H E WA N

See your gifts at work 
in Saskatchewan.





We hope you know how thankful we are that  
you are part of the MCC community. Together  
we have been able to do some amazing work.  
Take some time to read these stories and see  
the important work that’s made possible  
because of your support. 

This year we watched prices rise around us, 
and we all had to make choices about how 
to adjust. We couldn’t be more grateful that 
through it all you made the choice to keep 
giving so generously.

Your generosity is bringing more peace and 
restorative justice programs to families and 
local communities. It is providing a warm 
welcome to newcomers seeking a safe place 
to call home. It is working toward reconciliation 
with Indigenous Peoples.

We see the fruit of this work every day, and are 
so grateful for your support. 
 
Thank you. 

See your gifts at work 
in Saskatchewan.



In the Book of Comfort (Isaiah 40-55), the prophet uses the image 
of water to remind the people that God seeks their restoration. This 
invitation to the water is a beautiful gift to a people who have been 
displaced from their homeland, battered by losses, thirsty for life and 
for peace. 

MCC is a beautiful collection of churches, communities, families, and 
individuals who are seeking to restore lives, who are offering water 
into parched places, and who are building lifegiving relationships. This 
year you did these things through refugee sponsorship, with tangible 
gifts of relief buckets and school kits, through the activities of your 
local community thrift shop, by sponsoring Grow Hope acres, by 
participating in reconciliation opportunities, as well as through your 
generous financial gifts which empower MCC community partners here 
and around the world.

I invite you to explore and be encouraged by this collection of stories of 
peacebuilding, resilience, generosity, and hope. Thank you for offering 
water and healing in our thirsty and battered world. Thank you for 
your part in sharing God’s love and compassion for all. 

 

E I L E E N  K L A S S E N  H AM M
E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C TO R ,  M C C  S A S K ATC H E WAN
E I L E E N K L A S S E N H AM M @ M C C S K .C A

“Come, all you who are thirsty,  
come to the waters …”  

– ISAIAH 55:1 NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION (NIV)

THANK YOU 
 FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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ABOUT MCC SASKATCHEWAN
Our local work in Saskatchewan includes: a network of local 
thrift shops committed to supporting local and international 
relief, development and peace projects; resettlement of refugees 
made possible by church and community sponsorship groups; 
work to build bridges of understanding between Indigenous  
and settler groups; community-based programming for 
newcomer and Indigenous youth; supports for restorative 
justice, trauma healing and peacebuilding initiatives; and 
partnerships with churches and community groups to make 
blankets and pack material aid kits such as relief kits and 
hygiene kits. There is never a shortage of ways to be involved, 
serving in the name of Christ!

WORKING IN TREATIED 
TERRITORIES

The MCC office and warehouse in 
Saskatoon is in Treaty Six Territory 
and the Homeland of the Métis 
Nation. Our seven MCC thrift shops, 
our constituent churches and 
community partners are grounded 
in Treaty Four and Treaty Six 
Territories. We are grateful to be 
able to live, work and serve God 
the Creator here. As a Christian 
organization committed to right 
relationships and the Truth & 
Reconciliation Calls to Action, we 
also acknowledge the harm done to 
Indigenous peoples of these lands. 
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HIGHLIGHTS: 
Over 1,400 
donors responded 
generously to the 
many invitations to 
contribute financially 
to the work of MCC.

Over $2.5 M
was received. This 
marked an increase 
of 61 donors and a 
nearly $100,000 
increase to core 
budget donations.

In addition 
to budgeted 
programming, nearly
$231,000 was 
received for MCC’s 
response to the war 
in Ukraine.

Nearly $106,000 
was donated for 
MCC’s response  
to the earthquake  
in Syria.

An increase in funds 
was also received 
for MCC’s account 
of the Canadian 
Foodgrains Bank, 
totaling $527,000. 

Of the total 
donations, 
$262,706 was 
received from 
churches. Many 
were eager for new 
activities after the 
limitations of the 
Covid pandemic were 
lifted. Numerous 
visits with church 
staff, sermons, 
presentations, 
workshops and kit-
packing events were 
conducted, including 
presentations at the 
SKMB Assembly and 
the MC Sask Annual 
Delegates Sessions, 
representing 
interaction with 
2,678 people.

“We are deeply honoured by the 
generous engagement and gifts of 
people in Saskatchewan who entrust 
MCC to be a worthy conduit to 
orchestrate the kind of change they 
wish to see in the world.”

Rick Guenther,  
Communications & Donor Relations Director

FUNDRAISING AND 
CHURCH ENGAGEMENT

“We are inspired to give 
because of God’s word, 
and knowing that we 
are abundantly blessed,”
shared a participant at our Planned 
Giving Seminar, where donors learned 
ways to maximize income, investments 
and charitable giving dollars from a tax-
saving perspective and explore creative 
ways to structure charitable giving for 
the future. Several donors indicated their 
intention to include a bequest to MCC 
in their will. This seminar is intended to 
become a regular event as MCC hears 
from their donors who believe they are 
called by God to steward the resources 
they have been entrusted with and to 
share them with others in meaningful 
ways.

Jill and Stu Mitchell visiting with Michelle and 
Brian Hergott at their Grow Hope Saskatchewan 
canola crop near Bruno, SK on the Field Day. 
(MCC photo/Rick Guenther)

Photo
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GROW HOPE SASKATCHEWAN
The fifth season of this initiative resulted in 
another record year of contributions to the 
Canadian Foodgrains Bank (CFGB). A total of 
$299,387 was raised through donations and 
grain sales from the 330 acres committed to the 
project by six farmers.

A field day was held in conjunction with the 
annual Cherry Sunday festival held in Bruno to 
promote the project. People were invited to meet 
farmers Brian and Michelle Hergott and see the 
canola crop they committed to the project.

This project is a collaboration of farmers, 
donors and agency reps from three distinct 
Christian expressions—Catholics, Baptists, and 
Mennonites—who work together to raise funds 

for the emergency food distribution and long-
term sustainable food projects of each of their 
respective partner agencies of CFGB.

RELIEF SALE 2022
This year marked the second re-designed version 
of this annual gathering and fundraiser. The 
event consisted of a drive-thru lunch and a large 
festival tent where people could gather to eat and 
visit. Approximately 800 plates were served.

Several businesses sponsored the event, and 
MCC’s thrift shops in the province hosted special 
events in their own communities which raised 
over $11,000 for the fundraiser. The event also 
included an online auction, an online quilt sale, 
and an online evening fundraiser for a food 
project in Haiti. In total, $114,694 was raised 
through the various activities of this event.

ANNUAL IMPACT REPORT 2022/2023  7



100
Comforters

Items distributed 
locally:

30
Crocheted blankets

50
Toques

30
Handmade mittens

Our annual Buckets of Thanks activity has grown into much 
more than packing Relief Kits during the Thanksgiving season. 

This year, 17 small groups, representing about 375 people, packed 
kits and tied comforters on various occasions throughout the 
winter months. In addition, over $60,000 was donated to cover 
the cost of supplies for these kits. This generosity and hands-
on volunteer work is an expression of the gratitude within our 
constituency and the desire to help people in tangible ways who 
have experienced the struggles of weather or conflicted-related 
crises in countries like Ukraine, Jordan, Zambia and Iraq. 

MCC Saskatchewan also developed partnerships with the STC 
Wellness Center and The Bridge to distribute comforters, mittens, 
and various hygiene items to those in need in Saskatoon and is 
also having conversations about distributing these items through 
MCC’s thrift shops in the province.

“We volunteer 
because it 
gives us 
a sense 
of doing 
something 
worthwhile 
in our retirement 
and we like 
the feeling of 
accomplishment 
for what MCC 
can do to help 
people.”

Wayne and Eileen 
McLaren have been 
volunteering at 
the MCC Centre in 
Saskatoon for 16 years. 
We are grateful for 
their many years of 
dedicated service.

Material resources shipped: 

MATERIAL 
RESOURCES

1,460
Hygiene kits

176 
School kits

1,619 
Comforters

910
Relief kits

568 
Infant care kits

450 
Dignity kits

Participants from a youth 
group from West Portal 
Church (Saskatoon, SK) 
learn to tie knots for 
comforters that will be sent 
overseas. (MCC photos/ 
Karla Koehn) 

Photos
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MCC THRIFT

(Left) Excitement as the new 
Village Green MCC Thrift 
shop opened in January 2023 
with over 14,000 square feet 
of retail space. (MCC photo/ 
Lindi Mpofu)

Photos

50 YEARS OF MCC THRIFT!  
The year 2022 marked MCC’s 50th anniversary of thrift and 
we celebrated the work of many volunteers and staff, and 
the contributions of donors and customers. Each shop in 
Saskatchewan held events to celebrate their own story and what 
had been achieved in the name of Christ. 

In November 2022, a Gala event was held at the Community 
Gift & Thrift shop in Lanigan as they celebrated paying off 
the mortgage on their building. Doing so in under 8 years is a 
testament to the faithful commitment of shop supporters. 

After decades of service on 20th Street in the Riversdale 
neighborhood of Saskatoon, the two thrift shops there (Village 
Green Thrift, since 1975 and Village Green Furniture, since 
2000) amalgamated and moved to a larger facility on Quebec 
Avenue and 33rd Street East. Customers, donors, volunteers, and 
staff are thrilled with the new location, the increased space, and 
the new Village Green MCC Thrift shop.

In addition to the contributions of the seven shops in 
Saskatchewan to MCC projects in 45 countries, they also 
provide strong support to individuals and initiatives in the 
communities they are part of, totaling $60,000 this year alone.

“I always said I would never volunteer in my life, until I walked 
into this store.”  
– Samaya Saress about the Village Green Thrift Shop

$610,507 raised for 
MCC programs around 
the world.

Over 500 volunteers 
giving over 42,000 
hours of service.

$25,000 donated 
to local charities and 
community organizations.

Items valued at over 
$35,000 gifted to those 
in need.

(Right) As part of the annual 
MCC Relief Sale, thrift shops 
“took the Relief Sale to the 
people” and held events in 
their local communities (as 
pictured here in Herbert) and 
raised over $11,000. (MCC 
photo/ Lindi Mpofu) 
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HIGHLIGHTS:

85 attendees 
learned from 13 
educational speakers 
at our Peace 
Conference.

We facilitated 41 
peace and justice 
themed learning 
sessions for 664 
youth/young adults!

Our new “How Do I 
Sponsor a Refugee?” 
podcast has 8 
episodes equipping 
listeners with the 
practical aspects 
of private refugee 
sponsorship. Find it 
on Spotify and Apple 
podcasts!

RECONCILIATION EVENTS
As churches and communities walk the path 
of reconciliation, we continue to come 
alongside them to provide content 
and relationship-building 
opportunities. This is an 
area of keen interest; while 
reconciliation related learning 
and events constitute 36% 
of our educational activities, 
attendance at them constitutes 
70% of overall attendance.

The launch of the new documentary 
“Custodians: A Story of Ancient Echoes” 
about land, Indigenous artifacts and 
stewardship attracted over 250 audience 
members. MCC supported Mennonite 
Church Saskatchewan’s Walking the Path 
group which commissioned the film with 
launch coordination and promotion.

“Being able to spend 
time with each of 
the ‘books’ [in the 
Living Library] was a 
lot of fun… The fact 
that each person had 
a very different and 
interesting story  
was cool.”  

– Rosthern Junior College student

LOCAL PROGRAMS

Lutfullah Naiemi, a 28 year old Afghan 
refugee with members of his sponsorship 
group. (Photo credit: Linda Huard). Since 
the Taliban takeover in Afghanistan in 2021, 
interest in sponsoring Afghan refugees 
has increased. Thanks to the refugee 
sponsorship groups we partner with, this 
year we welcomed 12 Afghan refugees 
through the Operation Afghan Safety 
program. They were able to arrive relatively 
quickly compared to typical arrival timelines.

Photo

Attendees gathered at the Stoney Knoll 
Interpretive Site launch, which welcomed 230 
people (including 80 local school children).  
(MCC photo/ Randy Klassen)

Photo
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4TH ANNUAL PEACE CONFERENCE
“Land of Living Reconciliation: Seeking Common 
Ground” was held at Lakeview Church. It 
promoted Indigenous-settler reconciliation 
through consideration of land as watershed, 
colonial grid and healing medicine. Highlights 
included a screening/panel discussion of the new 
documentary “Custodians: A Story of Ancient 
Echoes”, a scrumptious lunch and teaching by 
Métis Chef Jenni Lessard, and a learning session 
out on the land. You can find video recordings of 
all the sessions on our YouTube channel!

“My favourite parts of the conference were 
the wisdom of the Indigenous presenters, the 
openness of conversation at our tables, and the 
meal! AMAZING.” – Conference attendee

EDUCATION FOR  
YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULTS
This year we strengthened our partnerships with 
constituent schools and youth groups, offering 
educational sessions for more and larger groups 
of youth & young adults. Our team facilitated 
workshops like the KAIROS Blanket Exercise, 
You Got Booked, Non-Violent Communication 
and the Living Library to groups that included 
the Introduction to Peace students at St. Thomas 
More College, Inspire Our Nation youth, 
participants at SOAR Saskatchewan, and 
Rosthern Junior College students.

“‘You Got Booked’ is a fun way to learn about 
hard things.” – Workshop participant
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MEADOWGREEN YOUTH PROGRAM
Through after-school programming, we provided inclusive, skills-
building programming for 38 at-risk youth in Meadowgreen. 
Programming expanded with the reintegration of Equine Assisted 
Learning and the introduction of a Gym Night. Raise the Peace 
camp in August had a Treaty theme, the highlight of which was an 
overnight trip to Wanuskewin Heritage Park where campers got to 
sleep in tipis and take part in cultural learning activities on the land.

“I highly recommend [helping out at the] Meadowgreen Kid’s Club; 
I looked forward to meeting up with the kids every week!” 
– Courtney, practicum student

ENNEAGRAM PRISON PROJECT
MCC Saskatchewan developed a new partnership with the 
Enneagram Prison Project, which is new to Canada, through which 
we co-facilitated in-prison programming at a provincial correctional 
centre in March for 16 participants. The course teaches Enneagram 
concepts in a trauma-informed way to promote self-awareness, self-
regulation and self-compassion. Through this initiative, MCCS is 
working with Leanne Schellenberg of Hepburn Mennonite Brethren 
Church, our long-time restorative justice partner.

“Enneagram Prison Project’s compassionate curriculum… shifts our 
attention to what’s right about us rather than what’s wrong.”  
– Leanne Schellenberg, EPP Guide

“I learned 
that there 
is nothing 
wrong with 
me, that this 
is who I am, 
and provided 
me with 
healthy ways 
to deal with 
that.” 
Enneagram Prison 
Project participant

Interim Community 
Development Coordinator 
Mark Everett with youth 
program participants at 
Meadowgreen House for 
All Nations Church. (photo 
courtesy of Saskatoon 
Community Foundation) 

Photo
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Funding sources
Donations

Thrift Shop contributions

Grants 

Material resources in-kind

Other income 

Relief sale-undesignated

TOTAL REVENUE: 

$4,207,644

TOTAL EXPENSES: 

$3,880,158

FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS
MCC Saskatchewan is funded through the 
generosity of dedicated donors, grantors and 
thrift shops. In this year, donors continued to 
show their support through strong financial 
contributions. Donations to international 
program included $327,000 toward specific crisis 
responses in Ukraine and Syria, bringing relief 
and hope to people directly impacted by conflict 
and earthquake. Thrift shop staff, volunteers 
and shoppers were busy in this year, contributing 

$610,000 toward the work of MCC and 
supporting the relocation of the Village Green 
MCC Thrift Shop. Our community partners came 
alongside our local program work and provided 
grants that sustained new and existing projects. 
We are grateful to all of our financial supporters; 
it is through your partnership that we continue in 
the work of relief, development, and peace.

The financial information on this page represents 
the operations of MCC Saskatchewan for the 
fiscal year ending March 31, 2023. 

International 
program expenses 
$1,793,686
46%

Saskatchewan 
program expenses 
$912,608
24% 

Core mission support: 
administration 
$814,590
21% 

Core mission support: fundraising  
$359,274
9%

$2,832,300

$610,507

$154,836

$397,096

$75,547

$137,358

67+15+9+4+3+2 65.765.7++34.334.3
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